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CONSULTATION UNDER ARTICLE XII:4(b) WITH 

A U S T R I A 

Draft Basic Document prepared by the Secretariat 

I, SYSTEM AND METHODS OF THE RESTRICTIONS 

(a) Legal Basis of the Restrictions 

The statutory basis for the restrictions is the Federal Law on Foreign 

Trade of 3 December 1956 published in the Federal Gazette of 7 December 1956 

which came into force on 2 January 1957 and will remain valid until 31 December 

1959. Pursuant to this basic law imports and exports are free from restrictions 

except when otherwise provided by law or regulation. 

(b) Administrative Basis of the Restrictions 

The Law of 3 December 1956 authorizes the Government to issue decrees 

imposing licensing requirements on certain imports in specified circumstances 

and to abolishing them provided such action is approved by the Central 

Commission of the National Council (Der Hauptausschuss des Nationalrates),» 

All decisions of principle.concerning import controls and all licences for 

imports of a value exceeding 150,000 Austrian shillings must be submitted for 

examination and assessment to an Advisory Council set up within the Ministry 

for Trade and Recons traction. This Council comprises representatives of 

several interested Federal Ministries, of the Federal Chamber of the Industrial 

Economy ̂ undeskammer der gewerblichen Wirtschaf^, the Chamber of Agriculture, 

the Chamber of Workers (Arbeiterkammertag), the Lander and the National Bank. 

(c). Methods used in Restricting Imports 

imports of certain. goods contained in three lists annexed to the Law on 

Foreign Trade are subject to licence except when they are included in the free 

lists established under the OEEC liberalization programme. Imports of a value 
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not exceeding S.500 and certain goods shipped in as gifts are also exempted 

from licensing requirements. -Some imports are subject to exchange licences 

issued b. the National Bank. 

For imports subject to quantitative restriction licences are granted 

either in accordance with quotas established under bilateral trade agreements 

or,_after consideration, on a case by case basis without predetermined quota 

limits. Global quotas, which can be valied only for specified periods, are 

granted to individual importers. There are no import prohibitions. 

Depending on the type of commodity to be imported licences are issued 

by the Ministry for Trade and Reconstruction, the Ministry of Agriculture g* 

and Forestry, or the Ministry for Internal Affairs, For some imports the 

licensing Ministry must obtain the prior approval of another Ministry. 

Import licences are generally valid for six months from the date of issue, 

and are not transferable. 

(d) Categories of Goods affected 

The import of goods included in the category "Food and Feeding stuffs" 

(as defined in Section II of Annex A of the Code of Liberalization of OEEC) 

is restricted to a greater extent than commodities in the other two categories, 

namely "Raw Materials" and "Manufactures". (Further information to be 

included after discussion.) 

(e) Proportion of Imports covered by each Method used €" 

(Further information, such as may be included in the following table, 

to be inserted after discussion.) 

Breakdown of Imports according to Import Regime 

Millions of shilling 

1954 1955 1956 Estimate 1957 

Imports of free list 
commodities: 

0S2C free list 
United States and 
Canada 

Imports under bilateral 
agreements 
Other imports . 

TOTALt 
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(f) Treatment of Imports from Diiferent Countries or Currency Areas 

Goods which may be freely imported without an import and an exchange 

licence from the OEEC countries are included in a free list, 90,3 per cent 

of private imports from these countries on the basis of 1952 trade are 

liberalized. For imports from Canada, the United States of America and 

United States dependencies a separate free list came into force on 15 July 

1955* Since it was expanded on 15 October 1956 it covers 40 per cent of 

the imports on private account from these two countries in 1953# Imports 

of commodities contained in this list are subject to exchange licences which 

are issued upon application.. A small number of commodities specified in this 

free list are not liberalized vis-à-vis member countries of the OEEC (see Annex). 

Austria maintains bilateral trade agreements with all OEEC countries, 

with all the countries in Eastern Europe except Albania, and with Argentina, 

Brazil, Canada, Chile, Cuba, Egypt, India, Indonesia, Uruguay and Yugoslavia. 

These agreements mostly contain lists of quotas indicating the amount of 

licences that will be issued on application for imports still subject to 

quantitative restriction. In certain cases licences are granted over and 

above the agreed quotas, Austria participates in the multi-partner payment 

arrangements which Argentina and Brazil have made with their European trade 

partners, 

(g) Use of State-Trading or Governmental Monopoly in Imports and the 
Restrictive Operation of such Regimes 

Tobacco (raw and processed), tobacco products, salt, unprocessed spirits 
2 

and various spirits are under governmental monopoly. In principle, therefore, 

these products may only be imported by the relevant monopoly admitistrations. 

In 1955 imports under state trading amounted to approximately 1 per cent of 

total imports. 
This free list does not apply to the other countries of the dollar area, 

2 
Austrian Tariff No, Stat.No, Description of commodity 

22 28 Tobacco, raw 
29 Tobacco flavouring agents, tobacco lye 
30 a Cigars 

b Cigarettes 
c Snuff, chewing tobacco, tobacco meal and 

other tobacco manufactures 
31 Waste of tobacco manufactures 

496 1127 Rock salt, boiled salt, sea salt 
1128 Cattle and industrial salt 
1129 Salt lye and brine, articles of rock salt 
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The tobacco monopoly pays a consumption tax as well as a turnover tax 

on imported tobacco products and on products which are processed from raw 

tobacco imported duty free. Tobacco products of high quality are imported 

in order to meet the demand of tourists. Imports effected by the salt 

monopoly are negligible since Austria is nearly self sufficient in salt. 

Import licences for certain types of salt used for medical purposes (pure 

salt for vaccination and sea salt for spas) are granted to private enterprises.. 

In view of their use, these salts are often exempted from the consumption tax. 

The importation of unprocessed spirits and spirits (except rum, arak, cognac 

and liqueurs) is within the purview of the monopoly administration which 

issues licences to private traders. In view of the importance of tourism, r' 

import licences for well-known brands are granted liberally. Imports are 

subject to a consumption tax corresponding to the domestic surtax on spirits. 

(h) Measures taken in the preceding Years to relax Restrictions 

Chronologically the principal changes introduced since 1 January 1954 

are as follows: 

1 March, 1 April, 20 May, 1 December 1954, .1 July 1955 

By successive measures the C&EC free list was extended, and the 

liberalization thereby raised from 50 per cent to 83*5 per cent of 

private imports from these countries In 1952, 

15 July 1955 ~ & 

A free list came into force for imports from the United States of 

America, United States dependencies and Canada, covering some 

eighty-five items in the Austrian commodity classification for 

foreign trade statistics. Imports from these two countries were 

thereby liberalized to the extent of 8 per cent of private imports 

from these two countries in 1953. 

1 January, 1 June 1956 

The OESC freo list was further expanded by the addition of several 

products, whereby the liberalization was raised to 90,3 per cent 

(1952 basis). 
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15 October 1956 

The free list of imports from the United States and Canada was 

extended to cover about 275 more statistical items; the percentage 

of liberalization thereby rose to 40 per cent. Among the newly-

added commodities were industrial and other machinery and raw 

materials, 

1 January 1956 

Imports of raw cotton from the United States and Canada were freed, 

II. EFFECTS ON TRADE 

(a) Protective effects of the restrictions on domestic production 

(b) Difficulties or hardships that may be expected upon relaxation 

or elimination of the restrictions 

(c) Steps taken to reduce indicental protective effects of the restrictions 

(d) Steps taken to minimize, difficulties of transition to the stage where 

balance-of-payments restrictions may be eliminated 

(e) Steps taken to avoid unnecessary damage in accordance with 

Article XII:'3(c) (iii) 

(The whole of Section II is to be drawn up after the 
discussions in Vienna) 

ANNEXES 

(Statistical tables- and lists of commodities, including the following 
will be reproduced as Annexes to this document) 
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BREAKDOWN OF AUSTRIAN IMPORTS ACCORDING TO 

SOURCES OF SUPPLY 

(Millions of sh i l l ing) 

» 

OSEC-area 

Countries with 
b i l a t e r a l agreements 

Dollar-area 

Other countries 

Total imports 

1955 

15,767 

2,786 

2,674 

1,842 

1956 

16,934 

3,050 

3,469 

1,824 

Value of import 
l icences issued 

during 1956 

4,000 

2,826 

2,586 

1,804 

TOTAL: 23,068 25,318 11,215 

IMPORTS UNDER BILATERAL QUOTA AGREFAiENTS 

B i l a t e r a l quotas (I) and t h e i r u t i l i z a t i o n ( I I ) 
•* according to t rade agreements 

A. Imports from OEEC 

l ; 
2 . 

3 . 
4 . 
5. 
6, 
7 . 
8. 
9. 

10. 
11 . 

Belgium 

(in Austrian 

countries: 

Federal Republic of 
Germany-

Denmark 
France 
Greece 
Italy-
Netherlands 
Norway 
Portugal 
Sweden 
Switzerland 

for 1956, 1955/19 

sh i l l ings ) 

(I) 
255,963,000 

714,291,000 
73,718,000 

222,580,000 
96,353,000 

403,406,000 
224,255,000 

62,263,000 
10,192,000 

141,539,000 
228,566,000 

56 respect ively:" 

( I I ) 
112,841,000 

947,807,000 
69,242,000 

130,239,000 
88,659,000 

804,857,000 
209,004,000 

7,936,000 
15,234,000 
65,226,000 

255,522,000 

£>, 

Basis of calculation: 1 $ unit • Austrian sh. 26.-; otherwise official exchange 
rates valid on 5 February 1957. Where quotas were fixed in quantities in 
the trade agreements they are calculated at average prices. 

The liberalization (especially in the sector of metallurgy) introduced 
after the conclusion of the trade agreements is the reason for the lower 
figures in column II in the case of several countries (e.g. Norway and 
Sweden). 

Exact significance of this to be clarified at tba discussions in Vienna. 1 
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3. Imports from countries with bilateral payments agreements: 

1, CSR 

(I) ( H ) 

303,212,000 465,018,000 

C. Imports from other countr ies: 

1; India 
2 , Indonesia 
3» Palcistan 

(I) ( I D 

338,692,000 85,642,000 
110,784,000 38,899,000 

none 8,580,000 import 
l icences 

43*655*000 addi
t i o n a l l icences 
by way of the UK, 

COMMODITIES WHICH ME FREED VIS-A-VIS THE UNITED STATES 
AND CANADA BUT NOT VIS-A-VIS THE OEEC COUNTRIES 

Austrian t a r i f f 0 . , „ „ Stat ,No. No, 

ex 77 ex 162 a 

ex 99 a 2 ex 210 

ex 107 c ex 224 

ex 107 g ex 227 
ex 232 c 

ex 448 ex 1013 b 

ex 511 ex 1296 d,e 

ex 539 ex 1349 a 

Description of commodity 

Animal tallow for i ndus t r i a l purposes: prime 
tal low, fancy tal low, yellow grease 

SaLnon smoked 

Celery s a l t ; cockta i l onions; vegetable juice 
except: tomato ju ice 

Oxtail soup; mock-turtle soup; Worcestershire 
saucej beefsteak sauce; barbecue sauce, a l l 
these i n l iqu id or powdered form 

Dish washing machines, toas te r s 

Cerous mist ; chemicals for development of 
colour films 

Pres tabi te o i l 

Further bilateral agreements exist with the USSR, Hungary, Yugoslavia, 
Spain and other countries. 


